
TEXAS BORDER SHERIFF'S COALITION 

March 27,20 12 

The Honom bl e J ulius Genac howsk i. Chairman 
The Honorab le Rob~ rt McDowell 
The Honorable Mignon C lybu rn 
Federal COlll lllunications Commiss ion 
445 12th Street. S. W. 
Washington. DC 20554 

Rc: Big Ren d Telephone. Inc. Petiti on fo r Waiver, Connect America Fund. Re port 
and O rder and Further Not ice o f Pro posed Rul emak ing. WC Docket No. 10-90 

Dear Mr. C ha irman and Commi ss ioners: 

We write regard ing our concern that the FCC' s recent Uni versa l Service O rder co ul d 
threaten our Nati o n' s securi ty by disrupting the critica l cO ll1ll1unica ti ons services that the 
members o f the Tcxas Border Sheri ff s Coa lition re ly on to protec t the U.S. -Mexico borde r. The 
Texas Border Sheriir s Coa li tion was organi zed on May 4, 2005. and is re presented by the Chi e r 
Ll\V Enforceme nt Officer o f each respec ti ve county. Membership is limited to coun ties within 25 
miles o f the Texas/Mexico border. There are now 20 member counti es which are Brewste r. 
Cameron. C ulbe rson. Dim m it , EI Paso. Hidalgo, Hudspeth. Jefr Davis, .lim Hogg. Kinney. 
fYlaverick . Pecos. Pres idio. Starr, Terrel l. Val Verde, Webb, Willacy, Zapa ta. and Zava la. The 
Texas pa rtnership is bo lstered by Sheriffs. Ci ty Police Departments. Texas Department or Pu bli c 
Sarety with th"' ir Texas Rangers, Hi ghway Patro l, Aviati on Assets, In vesti ga tors, the Texas Parks 
and \\i ild li re Div is ion (Game Wardens), and our Federa l partners leu by Customs and Horde I' 
Protect ion. Thi s lo rce Ill ultipl yi ng group has a common goal of keeping our state and nation safe . 
Texas She riffs, c lll powe red by the state constitution. are committed. from a nat ional securi ty 
perspective. to pro tect li ves, property, and the ri ghts of the people. ma intain o rde r and securi ty in 
the United States along the Republi c of Mexico border. enforce the law im partiall y, and prov ide 
po li ce service in pa rtnership with other law enforcement agencies and community pa rtners. T hi s 
is the Miss ion or the Coalition. 

Big Bend Te lephone Company (" Bi g Bend") is the pre-dominate commu nicatio ns 
prov ider that o rfers criti cal communications services to s ix member counti es a long the Texas 
bo rder. We understa nd thaI Big Bend ' s service territory covers 25 percent o f the Nati on's bo rde r 
with Mexico and halr o i'the Texas-Mex ico bo rder. O ne of our mi ss ion criti ca l responsibilities is 
to keep this horder sec ure. W ithout hi gh qualit y vo ice and broadband services, we wo ul d not be 
ab le to do our job. Big 13end's netwo rk a ll ows numerous Texas Bord e r Sheri ffs O f'll ces to 
access reliable vo ice and broadband serv ices and ded icated spec ia l access circuit s w hi ch are 
necessa ry lo r the s uccess o r criti ca l operati ons. 

We understand that to provide these services, Big Bend reli es on uni ve rsal se rVlce 
support as rcqu ired by Secti on 254 of the Communicati ons Act. We lilrther understand that the 
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FCC's reccnt Ordcr j eopardi zes Big Bend 's ability to continue to ofler services to our business 
locations. Accordi ng to its petition for waiver, we understand that, under the FCC's new rul es. 
Big Bend wou ld dcl'ault on its' loan covenants as early as next year. Accord ingly. unless the 
CO l11mi ss ion wa ives its ru les as applied to Big Bend, we are concerned that the primary 
communicat ions network capable of serving a number of our members needs and the needs or 
other fede ral and statc institutions tasked with protecting a majority o r the Texas border will be 
shut orf and, as a result. border security wou ld be fundamelllally undermined by thi s di sruption 
in communi cat ions. 

Thank you for your attenti on to this important issue. 

S incerciy. 

~~ "L ~f)<O...V-
Donald L. Reay , - \ 

Execut ive Director 
Texas Border Sheri ITs Coalition 
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